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Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl D I G ITALE U RO P E

BRUSSELS, 5 April 2017

MEP Antonio Tajani
European Parliament
60 Rue Wiertz, B-1047 Brussels

RE: EP Resolution - Adequacy of the protection afforded by the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield

Dear President Tajani,

| am writing to you on behalf of DIGITALEUROPE urging the European Parliament to vote against the proposed
resolution on the “Adequacy of the protection afforded by the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield” set to be voted on
tomorrow by the European Parliament. The draft resolution, as adopted by the LIBE Committee, contains a
number of damaging statements that could seriously disrupt cross-border commerce and harm European
businesses if approved in plenary.

As the voice of the digital technology industry in Europe, our members (both large and small) rely directly on
the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield. The Privacy Shield allows our members to transfer personal data across the Atlantic
in an efficient, secure and cost-effective manner.

The Privacy Shield does not just advance business interests, but also delivers strong protections for the personal
data of European citizens. The Privacy Shield framework includes unprecedented assurances from the U.S.
Government about access to Europeans’ data by national security authorities; new compliance supervision
mechanisms; additional remediation measures; stronger sanctions for non-compliance; tightened rules for
onward transfers of data; and the right for data subjects to complain to European data protection authorities.

Unfortunately, the proposed draft resolution fails to acknowledge the robust safeguards in the Privacy Shield
Framework. Despite the European Parliament’s strong consensus on the value of the Privacy Shield in its
resolution in May 2016, the draft resolution goes in the opposite direction and calls on the European
Commission to either rewrite the Privacy Shield or to repeal it. The commitments underpinning the Privacy
Shield framework have not been altered nor has there been a determinative finding of any kind, by any authority
or court, that either U.S. or EU law has changed in such a way as to undermine the Privacy Shield. The Privacy
Shield framework has not changed since it was last assessed by the European Parliament and as such there is
no present need to revisit that resolution.

Moreover, the Privacy Shield framework envisages a comprehensive review mechanism to flag deficiencies. This
mandatory annual review mechanism ensures that the European Commission and data protection authorities
can police the functioning of the Privacy Shield over time, so that its protections remain up-to-date and effective.
The first annual review is due to take place in September 2017. Until this report is completed it would be
premature for the European Parliament to assess the Privacy Shield.
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A premature judgement of the Privacy Shield will damage business operations and confidence across Europe.
We urge the European Parliament to send a clear signal that Europe is open to trade with the nations that sit
outside the Single Market — including the United States — instead of erecting new barriers to trade.

Yours sincerely,

oo A

Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl

Director General

cc:

MEP Manfred Weber, Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament

MEP Gianni Pittella, President of the S&D Group in the European Parliament

MEP Syed Kamall, President of the ECR Group in the European Parliament

MEP Guy Verhofstadt, President of the ALDE Group in the European Parliament

MEP Rebecca Harms, Co-President of Greens/EFA Group in the European Parliament

MEP Philippe Lamberts, Co-President of Greens/EFA Group in the European Parliament
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT,
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the
world's best digital technology companies.

DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s
members include 61 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP

Corporate Members

Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson,
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, NEC,
Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS,
Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision,
VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100 Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS

Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC

Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND Sweden: Foreningen Teknikforetagen i
Cyprus: CITEA Italy: ANITEC Sverige, IT&Telekomforetagen
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN Lithuania: INFOBALT Switzerland: SWICO

Estonia: ITL Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID
Finland: TIF Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, Portugal: AGEFE United Kingdom: techUK

Tech in France Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
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